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Abstract : The speed of the separately excited DC motor can be controlled from below and above the rated
speed by using buck converter. This paper presents the speed control methodology by varying armature voltage
of the DC motor. The chopper gives variable voltage to the armature of the motor for achieving desired speed
using Proportional Integral (PI) controller. The reason behind using PI controller is it removes the delay and
provides fast control. The modeling of separately excited DC motor is done and the complete layout of DC drive
mechanism is obtained. The reference signal is compared with triangular carrier signal and to produce the
PWM pulses for chopper switch. The simulation model is constructed in the MATLAB/SIMULINK. The
simulated output parameters of the DC motor such as; armature current, voltage, speed, torque, and field
current are analyzed. The results are also verified by constructing an experimental prototype 12V, 24W, DC
motor and implementing the Proportional Integral controller in it.
Keywords: Armature Voltage control, DC/DC Buck converter, Proportional Integral (PI) controller. PWM
generator, separately excited DC motor.

I.

Introduction

Development of high performance motor drives is very essential for industrial applications. A high
performance motor drive system must have good dynamic speed command tracking and load regulating
response [1]. DC motors provide excellent control of speed for acceleration and deceleration. The power supply
of a DC motor connects directly to the field of the motor which allows for precise voltage control, and is
necessary for speed and torque control applications [2]. The buck converter is delivers the best performance of
the DC-DC step down converter. The power semiconductor devices used for a chopper circuit can be force
commutated thyristor, power BJT, MOSFET, IGBT and GTO based chopper are used. It having very low
switching losses that means total voltage drop has 0.5V to 2.5V across them [3]-[6].
DC drives, because of their simplicity, ease of application, reliability and favorable cost have long been
a backbone of industrial applications. DC drives are less complex as compared to AC drives system. DC drives
are normally less expensive for low horse power ratings. DC motors have a long tradition of being used as
adjustable speed machines and a wide range of options have evolved for this purpose. Cooling blowers and inlet
air flanges provide cooling air for a wide speed range at constant torque. DC regenerative drives are available
for applications requiring continuous regeneration for overhauling loads [7]. AC drives with this capability
would be more complex and expensive. Properly applied brush and maintenance of commutator is minimal. DC
motors are capable of providing starting and accelerating torques in excess of 400% of rated [8]-[9].
DC motors have long been the primary means of electric traction. They are also used for mobile
equipment such as golf carts, quarry and mining applications. DC motors are conveniently portable and well fit
to special applications, like industrial equipments and machineries that are not easily run from remote power
sources [10]. DC motor is considered a Single Input and Single Output (SISO) system having torque/speed
characteristics compatible with most mechanical loads. This makes a DC motor controllable over a wide range
of speeds by proper adjustment of the terminal voltage. Now days, Induction motors, Brushless DC motors and
Synchronous motors have gained widespread use in electric traction system. Even then, there is a persistent
effort towards making them behave like DC motors through innovative design and control techniques. Hence
DC motors are always a good option for advanced control algorithm because the theory of DC motor speed
control is extendable to other types of motors as well. Speed control techniques in separately excited DC motor
are by varying the armature voltage for below the rated speed and by varying field flux should to achieve speed
above the rated speed [11]-[13].
Different methods for speed control of DC motor are traditionally armature voltage using rheostatic
method for low power DC motors, use of conventional PID controllers, neural network controllers, constant
power motor field weakening controller based on load-adaptive multi-input, multi-output linearization technique
for high speed regimes, single phase uniform PWM AC-DC buck-boost converter with only one switching
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device used for armature voltage control, using NARMA-L2 (Non-linear Auto-Regressive Moving Average)
controller for the constant torque region [14].
Large experiences have been gained in designing trajectory controllers based on self-tuning and PI
control. The PI based speed control has many advantages like fast control, low cost and simplified structure.
This paper mainly deals with controlling DC motor speed using Chopper as power converter and PI as speed
and current controller [10]. Here applying pulse width modulation (PWM) signals to the converter with respect
to the motor input voltage it is one of the methods most employed to drive a DC motor. However, the
underlying hard switching strategy causes an unsatisfactory dynamic behavior, producing abrupt variations in
the voltage and current of the motor [15]. The MATLAB simulation will be used to perform the various
conditions of loads but here we are taken as a constant load with small disturbance. So the motor speed will be
disturbed with small time period and maintained the constant and PI controller having a different gain value.

II.

Dc/Dc Buck Converter

Buck converter is a DC-DC power converter shown in Fig.1. It steps down voltage from its input
supply to its output load. It consists of DC input voltage source Vin, controlled switch S, diode D, filter inductor
L, filter capacitor C, and load resistance R. The typical voltage and current waveform of buck converter are
shown in Fig.2. Under the assumption the inductor current is always positive. It can be seen from the circuit that
when the switch S is commanded to the ON state, the diode D is reverse-biased. When the switch S is OFF, the
diode conducts to support an uninterrupted current in the inductor [16]-[19].

Fig.1. Buck converter

Fig.2.Voltage and current waveform

Fig.2 shows the relationship among the input voltage and output voltage, inductor current I L, capacitor
current IC, and the switch duty ratio D can be derived, for instance, from the inductor voltage V L. According to
Faraday’s law, the inductor volt-second product over a period of steady-state operation is zero [20].For the buck
converter, the DC voltage transfer function, defined as the ratio of the output voltage to the input voltage, is
Vo
=D
(1)
Vs
It can be seen from that equation the output voltage is always smaller than that the input voltage. The
converter maintains the constant output voltage [21].

III.

Circuit Diagram

In that circuit diagram describe the mainly three blocks. They are converter block, motor block and
controller block. In that three block connections are given to the Fig.3. Additionally comparator will be used in
the block it will compare the actual speed to reference speed and to produced error signal. The main converter
circuit it will be produced the fixed DC to variable DC power supply. It will be to given the motor circuitry part.
Up to DC motor the part will be consider as the power circuit. Next part of DC motor is measuring work will be
done. After the measuring work we are implement the error detection and correction process. At last the circuit
diagram will be taken as the feedback control circuit. In each part considering a different work of the speed,
current and torque will be controlled.
Here initially given the 240V DC supply on the Vs side. It will connect to the buck converter section.
In that buck converter output is given to the armature of the DC motor. Here using separately excited DC motor
in that motor field winding are having external DC supply in that range of 300V. DC motor speed will be
measured by using on tachogenerator, its output speed is consider the actual speed of the motor. In comparator
compare the both actual and reference speed. It produced error signal is fed to the PI controller. In that PI
controller rectify the error signal and produced constant signal. PWM generator is comparing the triangular
carrier and output signal of the PI controller. At last the output PWM pulse is given to the buck converter as a
feedback.
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Fig.3. Circuit Diagram

IV.

Separately Excited Dc Motor

Fig.4. shows the equivalent circuit of the separately excited DC motor. The separately excited DC
motor has armature and field winding with separate supply. The field windings of the DC motor are used to
excite the field flux. Current in armature circuit is supplied to the rotor via brush and commutator segment for
the mechanical work. The rotor torque is produced by interaction of field flux and armature current.

Fig.4. Equivalent circuit of separately excited DC motor
When a separately excited DC motor is excited by a field current of if and an armature current of ia
flows in the circuit, the motor develops a back EMF and a torque to balance the load torque at a particular speed.
The field current if is independent of the armature current ia. Each winding is supplied separately. Any change in
the armature current has no effect on the field current. The if is generally much less than the ia.

V.

Pi Controller

The PI controllers are widely used in industrial practice for more than 60 years. The development went
the pneumatic through analogue to digital controllers, but the control algorithm is in fact the same. The PI
controller is standard and proved solution for the most industrial application. The PI algorithm computes and
transmits a controller output signal every sample time (T), to the final control element. PI controllers have two
tuning parameters to adjust and the parameters are current I and torque T. PI controller will not increase the
speed of response, so it maintain the constant speed of the DC motor. PI controller is mainly used to eliminate
the steady state error resulting from P controller. However, in terms of the speed of the response and overall
stability of the system, it has a negative impact. This controller is mostly used in areas where speed of the
system is not an issue. Since PI controller has no ability to predict the future errors of the system it cannot
decrease the rise time and eliminate the oscillations. If applied, any amount of I guarantees set point overshoot.
PI controllers are very often used in industry, especially when speed of the response is not an issue.
The PI controller for the current loop using bode analysis or other control system design tools. The next
step is usually the design of the speed controller. The 0-db intercept of 1/Js (1+Tis) is normally much too low.
The main reason is its relatively simple structure, which can be easily understood and implemented in practice,
and that many sophisticated control strategies, such as model predictive control, are based on it. An application
with large speed capabilities requires different PI gains than an application which operates at a fixed speed. In
addition, industrial equipment that are operating over wide range of speeds, requires different gains at the lower
and higher end of the speed range in order to avoid overshoots and oscillations. Generally, tuning the
proportional and integral constants for a large speed control process is costly and time consuming. The task is
further complicated when incorrect PI constants are sometimes entered due the lack of understanding of the
process. The control action of a proportional plus integral controller is defined as by following equation:
u (t) = Kp + Ki
− − − − − − − − (2)
Where:
u (t) is actuating signal. e (t) is error signal. Kp is Proportional gain constant. Ki is Integral gain constant.
The Laplace transform of the actuating signal incorporating in proportional plus integral control is
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U(s) = Kp + Ki − − − − − − − − − (3)
The block diagram of closed loop control system with PI control of DC motor system is shown in
Fig.5. The error signal E(s) is fed into two controllers, i.e. Proportional block and Integral block, called PI
controller. The output of PI controller, U(s), is fed to DC Motor system. The overall output of DC drive, may be
speed or position, C(s) is feedback to reference input R(s). Error signal can be remove by increasing the value of
Kp, Ki.

Fig.5 Closed loop control of DC motor

VI.

Mat lab Simulation

The MATLAB simulation model is shown in Fig.6. In that model the IGBT is used as a switch for the
best performance of speed control, fast switching and low losses. Here 5HP, 240V, 1750 rpm separately excited
DC motor and additionally 300V DC supply are given to the field. To take the constant load of the circuit
consider its load 20Kg at constantly. In that simulation, there are four motor parameters are monitored by using
displays, such as armature voltage, armature current, torque and speed of the DC Motor.

Fig.6. Simulation model of separately excited DC Motor.

Fig.7.Pulse generation. (a)Triangular carrier and
reference signal and (b) PWM Pulses.

Fig.8. Simulation output of DC motor.
(a) Armature current and
(b) Converter output voltage

Here the freewheeling diode is to maintain continuous current path in the armature. The discrete PI
controller gain is chosen by the trial and error method. In that PI controller output is act as the modulation index
of the converter. The relational operator can be comparing the reference signal to the carrier signal. To set the
maximum reference value of PI controller output is 0.9V. When the carrier signal voltage is more than reference
voltage that time IGBT go to OFF or 0 state. Otherwise the IGBT maintain the ON or 1 state. The Fig.7 shows
the PWM Pulse generation for the converter. This paper successfully done the simulation for the chopper fed
speed control of separately excited DC motor using PI controller. The outputs of the simulation results are show
in Fig.8.and Fig .9.

DOI: 10.9790/1676-1103016569

www.iosrjournals.org

68 | Page

Chopper Fed Speed Control Of DC Motor Using PI Controller

Fig.9. Simulation output of D.C motor. (a)Speed, (b) Armature current, (c) Torque and (d) Field current.

VII.

Conclusion

The speed of a DC motor has been successfully controlled by using Chopper as a converter and
Proportional Integral as the controller for closed loop speed control system. Initially a simplified closed loop
model for speed control of DC motor is considered and requirement of PI controller is studied. Then a
generalized modeling of separately excited DC motor is done. The MATLAB/SIMULINK model shows good
results under below the rated speed during simulation. The simulation output creates the constant armature
voltage and constant field current that time speed and torque of DC motor also produced constant output. Here
using buck converters the switching losses will be reduced and motor efficiency are reach approximately more
than 95%.

Reference
[1]
[2]

[3]
[4]
[5]
[6]
[7]
[8]
[9]
[10]
[11]

[12]
[13]
[14]
[15]
[16]
[17]
[18]
[19]
[20]
[21]

Amir Faizy, Shailendra Kumar, DC motor control using chopper, NIT Rourkela 2011.
Ramon Silva-Ortigoza, Victor Manuel Hern andez-Guzm ´ an, Mayra Antonio-Cruz, and Daniel Mu ´ noz-Carrillo DC/DC Buck
Power Converter as a Smooth Starter for a DC Motor Based on a Hierarchical Control IEEE transactions on power electronics, vol.
30, no. 2, february 2015.
M. H. Rashid, Power Electronics: Circuits, Devices and Applications (3rd Edition), Prentice Hall, 2003.
Z. Chen, W. Gao, J. Hu, and X. Ye, “Closed-loop analysis and cascade control of a non minimum phase Boost converter,” IEEE
Trans. Power Electronics., vol. 26, no. 4, pp. 1237–1252, Apr. 2011.
H. Sira-Ram´ırez and M.A.Oliver-Salazar, “On the robust control of Buck converter DC-motor combinations,” IEEE Trans. Power
Electron., vol. 28, no. 8, pp. 3912–3922, Aug. 2013.
J. Linares-Flores and H. Sira-Ram´ırez,“ DC motor velocity control through a DC-to-DC power converter,” in Proc. IEEE 43rd
Conf. Decision Control, Atlantis, The Bahamas, Dec. 14–17, 2004, vol. 5, pp. 5297-5302.
Moleykutty George., Speed Control of Separately Excited DC motor, American Journal of Applied Sciences, 5(3), 227-233, 2008.
Dubey, G.K., Fundamentals of Electrical Drives. New Delhi, Narosa Publishing House, 2009.
S E. Lyshevski, Electromechanical Systems, Electric Machines, and Applied Mechatronics. Boca Raton, FL, USA: CRC Press,
1999.
Badal kumar sethy , Abhishek kumar sinha DC motor control using chopper, NIT Rourkela 2013.
J. Linares-Flores, H. Sira-Ram´ırez, J.Reger, and R. Silva-Ortigoza, “An exact tracking error dynamics passive output feedback
controller for a Buck-Boost-converter driven DC motor,” in Proc. 10th IEEE Int. Power Electronics. Conger., Cholula, Puebla,
Mexico, Oct. 2006, pp. 1–5.
J. Linares-Flores, H. Sira-Ram´ırez, E. F. Cuevas-L´opez, and M. A. Contreras-Ordaz, “Sensorless passivity based control of a DC
motor via a solar powered Sepic converter-full bridge combination,” J. Power Electron., vol. 11, no. 5, pp. 743–750, Sep. 2011.
ZHANG Li, QIU Shui-sheng, “Analysis and Experimental study of Proportional- Integral sliding mode control for dc/dc converter,”
Journal of Electronic Science and Technology of China, vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 140-143, Jun. 2005.
F. Antritter, P. Maurer, and J. Reger, “Flatness based control of a buck converter driven DC motor,” in Proc. 4th IFAC Symp.
Mechatron. Syst., Heidelberg, Germany, Sep. 12–14, 2006, pp. 36–41.
L. Iannelli and F. Vasca, “Dithering for sliding mode control of DC/DC converters,” in Proc. IEEE PESC Rec., vol. 2, pp. 1616–
1620, Jun. 2004.
B. J. Cardoso, A. F. Moreira, B. R. Menezes, and P. C. Cortizo, “Analysis of switching frequency reduction methods applied to
sliding mode controlled DC–DC converters,” in Proc. IEEE APEC, pp. 403–410, Feb. 1992.
N. Mohan , T. M. Undeland, W. P. Robbins, Power Electronics: Converters, Applications, and Design, 3rd Bk&Cdr edition, Wiley,
2002.
Z. Chen, “PI and sliding mode control of a Cuk converter,” IEEE Trans. Power Electron., vol. 27, no. 8, pp. 3695–3703, Aug. 2012.
J. B. Jacobsen and D. C. Hopkins (2000) Optimally selecting packaging technologies and circuit partitions based on cost and
performance, Applied Power Electronics Conference, New Orleans, LA, February 6–10, 2000, IEEE, New York.
Z. Chen, J. Hu, and W. Gao, “Closed-loop analysis and control of a non-inverting buck-boost converter,” Int. J. Control, vol. 83. no.
11, pp. 2294–2307, Nov. 2010. MATLAB SIMULINK, version 2009, SimPowerSystem, One quadrant chopper DC drive.
J. Linares-Flores, A. Orantes-MolinayA. Antonio-Garc´ıa, “Arranquesuave para un motor de CD a traves de un convertidor reductor
CD-CD,”Ing. Investigaci´on Tecnol., vol. 12, no. 2, pp. 137–148, Oct. 2011.

DOI: 10.9790/1676-1103016569

www.iosrjournals.org

69 | Page

