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Abstract:A compound is a word (lexeme) that consists of more than one free morpheme. Compounding refers
to the joining or combining of two or more words which has its own meanings which then function as a single
word. In Manipuri, there is a widespread phenomenon of compound nouns formed with the used of emphatic
markers and reduplicated modifiers.In compound nouns formed with emphatic markers, the emphatic markers
appeareither in the initial or medial positions; the compound nouns thus formed shows a kind of completeness,
extremeness or totality of the entity that is being involved. The compound nouns formed with reduplicated
modifiers-describes the state or nature of the deverbal nouns they modify, describes the nature or character of a
person; indicates a kind of feeling of slightness of the modifying words. The reduplicated modifiers can only
precede the deverbal nouns that it modifies.
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L Introduction:

The present paper discusses the compound noun structure in Manipuri formed with emphatic markers
and reduplicated modifiers. Two different types of compound nouns formed with emphatic markers - emphatic
markers appearing in initial and medial positions and compound nouns formed with reduplicated modifiers are
discussed and analysed.

The present study is based on the structural analysis approach; a term used in linguistics referring to
any approach to the analysis of language that pays explicit attention to the way in which linguistic features can
best be described in terms of structure and system.

Two types of compound noun structures are drawn and discussed as below:

L. Compound nouns formed with emphatic markers.
IL. Compound nouns formed with reduplicated modifiers.
II. Compound nouns formed with emphatic markers:

In Compound nouns formed with emphatic markers, the following two types of structures are
discussed.

2.1.  Compound nouns with emphatic marker appearing in the initial position:

Emphatic marker Indication
@) pun- ~ pum- ~puk- completeness/totality
(ii) i- Slightness

Table 1: Emphatic marker in initial position

2.1.1 The used of punp~pum~puk-:
The used of the emphatic marker pug~ pum ~puk- shows completeness or totality of the entity that is
being involved.n~m~k are said to be in free variation. For the convenience of analysis puy- is used.

The form of the compound noun is in the order emphatic marker + Ist stem + 2nd stem-NZR as in
pun(EM) + hap ‘empty’ + hagbo ‘empty-NZR’ >pughanghanbs which means ‘extremely empty’

Examples:

puy + phun + phunba > pugphunphunba
EM block block-NZR completely blocked
pup + nap + panba > pupnanpanba

EM red red-NZR totally red
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2.1.2.

puy + thon + thonba
EM full full-NZR

pup + son + sanbo
EM free free-NZR

pup + san + sanbo
EM green green-NZR

puy + pik + pikpa
EM small small-NZR

pup + san + sanbo
EM long long-NZR

pug + hon + honba
EM new new-NZR
puny + tin + tinba

EM stiff stift-NZR

puy + lag + lanba
EM noisy noisy-NZR

pup + nin + ninba
EM noisy noisy-NZR

pun + yan + yangbo
EM light light-NZR

pun + now + nowba
EM new new-NZR

puy + cik + cikpa
EM lonely lonely-NZR

The used of i-:

> pugthanthonba
completely full

> punsonsonbs
completely free

> punsonsonba
totally green

> punpikpikpe
extremely small

> punsagsanbd
extremely long

> pupghonhanba
totally new

> puntigtingbs
totally stiff

> punglanglanba
totally noisy

> pupgninninba
totally noisy

> pupyanyapbs
totally light

> pugnownawbo
totally new

> puncikcikpa
extremely lonely

The used of the emphatic marker shows a kind of slightness of the entity that is being involved. Its
form is in the order emphatic marker + 1st stem + 2nd stem-NZR as in i- (EM) + pat ‘wither’ + patpo ‘wither-
NZR’ >ipatpatps which means ‘kind of withered’.

Examples:
i+ com + camba

EM simple simple-NZR

i+ log + lagbo
EM bright bright-NZR

i+ log + lagbo
EM bright bright-NZR

i+ ton + toanba
EM lazy lazy-NZR

i+ tin + tinba
EM stiff stif-NZR

> jcomcamba

kind of simple/bland

> ilapglonba
kind of bright

> ilonlonba
kind of bright

> itontonbo
kind of lethargic

> itigtigba
kind of stiff
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2.2.

2.2.1.

2.2.2.

Compound nouns with emphatic markers appearing in the medial position:

The used of this type of emphatic markers shows the extremity of the entity that is being involved. Its
form is in the order 1st stem + emphatic marker + 2nd stem-NZR.

Emphatic marker

Indication

-trik-
-srok-
-tru-
-sok-
-trog-
-san)-
-suk-
-drap-
-drop-

Shows extremity

Table 2:Emphatic markers in medial position.

The used of -trik-:

Its form is in the order Ist stem + emphatic marker + 2nd stem-NZR as in man ‘old’ + trik(EM) +
manbe ‘old-NZR’ >mantrikmenbs which means ‘extremely old’.

Examples:

noy + trik + noybo > noytriknoyba
fat EM fat-NZR extremely fat
ten + trik + tenbo > tentriktenba
short EM short-NZR extremely short
caw + trik + cawbo > cawtrikcawba
big EM big-NZR extremely big
son + trik + sonba > sontriksonba
weak EM weak-NZR extremely weak
now + trik + nowba > nowtriknowbo
new EM new-NZR extremely new

The emphatic marker -trik- occurs frequently.

Compound noun structures with the same form as above but with different emphatic

markers.

-srok-:

now + srok + nowba > powsroknowba
white EM white-NZR extremely white
-tru-:

pik + tru + pikpa > piktrupikpo

small EM small-NZR extremely small
-sok-:

pik + sok + pikpa > pisakpikpo
small EM small-NZR extremely small
-trop-:

ho + tron + hoba > hotroghoba
hollow EM hollow-NZR completely hollow
-S3p)-:

parn + son + nanba > pagsonnanbs

red EM red-NZR extremely red
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-suk-:
mu + suk + mubo
black EM black-NZR

-drag-:
warn + dron + wanbo
tall EM tall-NZR

-drog-:
san + droy + sagba
long EM long-NZR

-throk-:
pak + throk + pakpa
wide EM wide-NZR

> musukmuba
extremely black

> wandrogwanbo
extremely tall

> sandronsanbo

extremely long

> pakthrokpakpo
extremely wide

The emphatic markers as listed above have a limited occurrence and occur only with the nouns as

shown in the following examples.

2.2.3. Compound noun structures formed with emphatic marker -trik- where the same word
indicates different meanings as in the following examples.

santriksanba: a.
b.
satriksabo: a.
b.
c.
lutriklubo: a.
b.
c.
d.
yaktrikyakpa: a.
b.
c.
cintrikcinba: a.
b.
c.
komtrikkomba a.
b.
c.
nantriknanba: a.
b.

It has a reference to anything that is very green.
it refers to time when one has got no work.

refers to food that is extremely hot from spices (chilli).
extreme hotness felt by the body due to some external heat.
one having high fever.

water that is very deep.

anything which is very clean.

a person who is not of open nature.
something which is very difficult.

anything that tastes very salty.
colour that is too bright.
a blazing sun.

clothes that is very tight.
place that is crowded
a tight schedule.

clothes that is very loose
spacious place
no work

a slippery place
anything that is neat and clean

III. Compound nouns formed with reduplicated modifiers:
The modifying words can only be used in their reduplicated forms along with the deverbal nouns. In
this type of compounding, the reduplicated modifying words can only precede the words that it modifies.

3.1. Compound nouns that describe the state or nature of the deverbal nouns they modify:
The form of the compound noun structure is in the order reduplicated modifier(RM) + deverbal
noun(DN) as in lumbulumbu ‘warmness’(RM) + saba ‘hot’(DN) >lumbulumbusabs ‘lukewarm water’/’having a

slight fever’.
Examples:
phonphon
hot

+

saba > phogphonsabo
hot hotness or freshness of a thing
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tiktik
healthy

khirumkhirum
feverish

murummurum
murmur
hikhik

sob

+ lawba
feel

+ towba
do

+ sonbd
babble

+ lawba
feel

>

Vv

tiktiklawba
healthy

khirumkhirumtowba
feverish

murummurumsonba
murmuring

hikhiklawba
sobbing

3.2. Compound noun structures formed by reduplication of the modifying words that
describe the nature or character of a person:
Its form is in the order of reduplicated modifier + deverbal noun as in igin ‘cold’ (RM) + lawbo ‘feel’
(DN) >igiglawbe ‘one who is very calm’.

Examples:
khinkhin
active

baba
talkative

SOWSOW
grumble

phorophoro
careless

khatkhot
flirt

phinphin
rash

prokprok
impatient

cagatcagat
ill-mannered

solisoli
weak

pawrinawri
crazy

pharaphara
sway

+ lawba
feel

+ lawba
feel

+ lawba
feel

+ lawba
feel

+ lawba
feel

+ lawba
feel

+ cakpo
burn

+ lawba
feel

+ lawba
feel

+ towba
do

+ haybo
swing

khipkhiglawba
one who is very active

baba lawba
one who is very loud and talkative

sowsowlawba
one who grumble too much

phorophorolawba
one who is careless

khatkhoatlawba
one who is flirtatious

phigphinlawba
one who is rash

prokprokcakpa
one who is impatient

cogotcogatlawba
one who is not well-mannered

solisolilawba
one who looks weak

pawrinawritowbo
one who is kind of crazy

pharaphorshaybo
one who causes other to suffer

3.3. Compound noun structures formed by reduplication of the modifying words that

indicates a kind of feeling of slightness of the modifying words:
Its form is in the order of reduplicated modifier + deverbal noun as in igliigli ‘cold’(RM) + towba

‘do’(DN) >ipliiplitowbs ‘slightly feeling cold’.

Examples:

paglinagli
reddish

+ towba
do

>

panlinaplitowba
slightly reddish in color

www.iosrjournals.org

98 | Page



Compound Noun Structure in Manipuri-Emphatic and Reduplicated Forms

panlinanli
bright

sarisari
hot

momlimomli
dark

narinari
sick

molimoli
soft

+

towba
do

towba
do

towbo
do

towbo
do

towbo
do

>

panlinanlitowba
slightly bright

sarisaritowba
slightly hot

momlimaomlitowba
slightly dark

narinaritowbo
slightly sick

molimolitowba
slightly soft

Conclusion

This paper is essentially an exploratory analysis of the Compound Noun Structure in Manipuri-
Emphatic and Reduplicated forms. These preliminary findings will hopefully serve as a basis foradvancement of

further studies.

Abbreviations
DN
EM
NZR
RM

Deverbal Noun
Emphatic marker
Nominalizer

Reduplicated Modifier
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