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Abstract:  
This research paper investigates the geopolitics of South Sudan's energy resources, concentrating on the 

consequences of oil, gas, and renewable energy for the country and the region. South Sudan's energy sector is 

crucial in determining the country's domestic and foreign policies, influencing regional dynamics, and 

garnering international attention. The research looks on the impact of resource reliance, energy security 

concerns, and rivalry for energy access in South Sudan, providing insights into the country's geopolitical 

landscape. 
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I. Introduction: 
South Sudan, a young country that earned independence in 2011, has enormous energy resources that 

influence its internal policies, regional dynamics, and international ties. The country has an abundance of oil and 

gas deposits, as well as significant potential for renewable energy development. The purpose of this research 

study is to look at the geopolitics of energy resources in South Sudan, with a particular emphasis on the 

consequences of oil, gas, and renewable energy for the country and the region. 

South Sudan's energy sector is critical to its economy, as oil exports account for a significant chunk of 

its revenue. The country's oil deposits, which are predominantly concentrated in the oil-rich regions of Unity, 

Upper Nile, and Jonglei, support the economy and drive investment and development activities. Furthermore, 

South Sudan's considerable natural gas deposits contribute to the country's energy portfolio, providing chances 

for domestic consumption as well as future export. South Sudan, a young country with abundant energy 

resources, relies primarily on oil exports to generate cash.  

These resources' exploration, production, and export dynamics are critical in developing the country's 

economy and garnering international interest. However, resource reliance creates economic issues such as 

revenue instability and the need for diversification. South Sudan's energy security is extremely crucial, given its 

reliance on oil and gas exports and the regional politics around energy access. The fight for energy access 

involves major global powers as well as regional parties, adding to the complexities of the geopolitical scene. 

Furthermore, South Sudan's renewable energy development potential offers prospects for energy transition and 

long-term growth. 

This research study investigates the geopolitics of South Sudan's energy resources in depth. It provides 

valuable insights for policymakers, scholars, and stakeholders interested in understanding and navigating the 

energy dynamics in South Sudan and the wider region by examining the implications of oil, gas, and renewable 

energy, including resource dependence, energy security concerns, and competition for energy access. 

 

II. South Sudan's Energy Resources: 
South Sudan has enormous energy resources, most notably oil, gas, and renewable energy potential. 

The country's oil reserves, which are concentrated in regions like as Unity, Upper Nile, and Jonglei, have been a 

critical driver of the country's economy and international relations (Smith, 2018). South Sudan is estimated to 

have 3.5 billion barrels of proven oil reserves (Central Intelligence Agency, 2021). 



The Geopolitics Of Energy Resources In South Sudan: Examining The Geopolitical…… 

DOI: 10.9790/0837-2808020104www.iosrjournals.org           2 |Page 

Oil exploration, production, and export dynamics have been critical in shaping South Sudan's energy 

sector. International oil firms have contributed to infrastructure development and investment by participating in 

the development of these resources (Smith, 2018). However, difficulties like as political instability, conflicts, 

and poor infrastructure have hampered the realisation of oil resources' full potential (Ikenberry, 2020). 

South Sudan has significant natural gas deposits in addition to oil. These deposits provide chances for 

internal consumption as well as prospective export, broadening the country's energy portfolio (Smith, 2018). 

Although natural gas reserves are still being exploited, the expansion of gas infrastructure could open up new 

opportunities for South Sudan's energy sector and contribute to regional energy cooperation (Africa Oil & 

Power, 2021). 

South Sudan also offers considerable potential for renewable energy development. The country has a 

lot of solar, wind, and hydroelectric resources, which can help with energy diversification and sustainability 

(Smith, 2018). Because of the country's favourable climatic conditions and geographical position, solar energy 

has enormous potential (United Nations Development Programme, 2016). Transitioning to renewable energy 

sources can help to reduce reliance on fossil fuels, improve energy security, and lessen environmental impact. 

However, realising South Sudan's renewable energy potential confronts various hurdles. Limited 

technological skills, insufficient infrastructure, and financial constraints are among them (United Nations 

Development Programme, 2016). Policy frameworks and international collaboration are critical in breaking 

down these barriers and encouraging the growth of renewable energy projects. 

 

III. Economic Implications of Resource Dependence: 
South Sudan's excessive reliance on oil earnings has serious economic consequences for the country. 

While oil exports have been an important driver of economic growth, they also expose the country to the 

hazards associated with resource reliance. The volatility of global oil prices has a direct impact on the country's 

revenue stream and budgetary planning (International Monetary Fund, 2020). Oil price fluctuations can cause 

revenue shocks, influencing government spending and economic stability. 

South Sudan's economic diversification initiatives are hampered by its reliance on oil earnings. 

Because of the oil industry's dominance, other areas of the economy remain underdeveloped. This lack of 

diversification exposes the country to economic vulnerability by making it unduly dependent on a single 

commodity (South Sudan Central Bank, 2019). Other sectors, such as agriculture, industry, and services, must 

be developed to ensure long-term economic growth and stability. 

Furthermore, resource wealth governance presents substantial obstacles. Weak institutions, corruption, 

and mishandling of oil earnings can all jeopardise economic stability and stymie development efforts (World 

Bank, 2018). Ensuring open and accountable oil industry governance is critical for mitigating the negative 

effects of resource dependence and promoting long-term economic prosperity. 

Addressing the economic consequences of resource dependence necessitates a multifaceted strategy. 

South Sudan's economy must be diversified by investing in non-oil sectors, encouraging entrepreneurship, and 

improving the business environment (Central Bank of South Sudan, 2019). Institutional strengthening, increased 

transparency, and anti-corruption efforts are critical for successful resource governance and economic stability 

(World Bank, 2018). 

Furthermore, strengthening fiscal buffers and investing in human capital and infrastructure can help 

minimise the effects of revenue volatility and improve long-term economic resilience (IMF, 2020). South Sudan 

might also look towards regional economic integration and diversify its export markets in order to lessen its 

dependency on a small number of trading partners. 

 

IV. Regional Dynamics and Energy Security: 
South Sudan's reliance on oil and gas exports, as well as the regional politics around energy access, 

make energy security a critical factor. For the country's economic development and political stability, ensuring a 

reliable energy supply and managing risks connected with disruptions or conflicts in the energy industry are 

critical. 

South Sudan has taken steps to improve its energy security, including the development of domestic 

infrastructure and regional energy cooperation. The country's building of pipelines, refineries, and storage 

facilities intends to increase the transportation and storage of oil and gas resources (Republic of South Sudan, 

2017). These infrastructure developments are critical for minimising logistical obstacles and boosting energy 

supply reliability. 

Regional energy cooperation is critical to South Sudan's energy security. Collaborative initiatives have 

been explored with neighbouring countries such as Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya to diversify export routes, 

improve regional energy connectivity, and boost energy trade stability (African Development Bank, 2020). 

These collaborations promote the trade of energy resources, infrastructure development, and regional 

integration. 
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However, regional dynamics and geopolitical tensions influence South Sudan's energy security. 

Conflicts in neighbouring nations, as well as disputes over energy resources and access, can have an impact on 

South Sudan's energy sector. Conflicts in Sudan, for example, have hindered oil production and export 

activities, threatening South Sudan's energy security (Smith, 2018). 

Furthermore, rivalry for energy access involves significant global powers as well as regional parties, 

complicating the energy security scenario even further. International actors are interested in South Sudan's 

energy resources for commercial and geopolitical reasons, resulting in complicated power relations and potential 

conflicts of interest (International Crisis Group, 2018). This rivalry for energy access has the potential to shape 

regional alliances, influence diplomatic ties, and alter the energy sector's stability. 

South Sudan should continue to invest in infrastructure development, both domestically and through 

regional collaborations, to address these difficulties and improve energy security. It is also critical to strengthen 

institutions and regulatory frameworks in the energy industry to promote openness, good governance, and the 

rule of law (World Bank, 2020). Engaging in diplomatic efforts to promote regional cooperation and conflict 

resolution is critical for assuring steady energy supply and limiting hazards. 

 

V. Access to Energy Competition: 
Major global powers and regional actors compete for influence and control over South Sudan's energy 

resources in the competition for energy access. The strategic significance of South Sudan's energy deposits, 

notably its oil reserves, has piqued the interest of a number of international entities, adding to a complicated 

geopolitical landscape. 

China, the United States, and Russia all have economic and geopolitical interests in South Sudan's 

energy sector. To get access to the country's energy resources, these powers engage in diplomatic, economic, 

and investment operations (Akpan, 2018). Their participation changes the political dynamics and has an impact 

on South Sudan's energy policy and partnerships. 

China has a substantial presence in South Sudan as one of the largest investors in the country's oil 

sector. State-owned enterprises in China are engaged in exploration, production, and infrastructure development 

(International Crisis Group, 2018). China's involvement in South Sudan's energy industry is motivated by the 

country's need for energy resources to power its expanding economy and assure its energy security. 

In contrast, the United States has geopolitical interests in the region and tries to retain influence and 

stability. It has backed South Sudan's independence and aided the country's energy sector with investment and 

technical help (Ikenberry, 2020). The US also aims to counteract the impact of other actors in the region, 

particularly China. 

Russia has also expressed interest in South Sudan's energy resources, largely through state-owned 

enterprises. Russian firms have been involved in oil exploration and production in South Sudan (Africa Oil & 

Power, 2021). Russia's engagement in the country's energy industry is consistent with the country's larger 

geopolitical objective of growing its influence in Africa. 

Regional actors competing for energy access in South Sudan include Sudan and neighbouring East 

African countries. Sudan has a substantial stake in guaranteeing a steady flow of oil through its borders as a 

transit country for South Sudan's oil exports. However, disagreements over oil transit fees and border difficulties 

have weakened the two countries' relationship (Smith, 2018). 

East African neighbours like Ethiopia and Kenya are also interested in South Sudan's energy prospects. 

Through cross-border infrastructure projects, they hope to diversify their energy sources and improve regional 

energy connections (African Development Bank, 2020). Initiatives aimed at regional cooperation and 

integration, such as the East African Power Pool, seek to improve energy trade and cooperation among these 

countries. 

South Sudan's energy policies, economic progress, and political stability are all affected by the 

competition for energy access. It has an impact on the country's decision-making processes and relationships, as 

well as regional alliances and power dynamics. South Sudan faces a huge challenge in balancing the interests of 

many parties while preserving national sovereignty and maximising advantages to the country. 

 

VI. Potential for Renewable Energy and Transition: 
South Sudan has a high potential for renewable energy growth, particularly in solar, wind, and 

hydroelectric electricity. Utilising this potential can help to diversify energy sources, improve energy security, 

and reduce environmental impacts. However, reaping the full benefits of renewable energy in South Sudan 

necessitates overcoming a number of obstacles and shifting to a more sustainable energy future. 

Because of the country's abundant sunlight, solar energy has enormous potential in South Sudan. Solar 

power is a practical and appealing renewable energy option due to favourable climatic conditions and 

geographical location (United Nations Development Programme, 2016). Investing in solar energy infrastructure, 
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such as photovoltaic systems and solar farms, can assist the country in meeting its electricity demand, 

particularly in distant and off-grid areas. 

Wind power can also be used to generate sustainable energy in South Sudan. Wind turbines thrive amid 

the country's broad open landscapes and possible wind corridors (Smith, 2018). Developing wind energy 

projects can diversify the energy mix, reduce dependency on fossil fuels, and help to make the energy industry 

more sustainable. 

South Sudan also has substantial hydroelectric power potential due to its various rivers and water 

supplies. Exploiting hydropower potential can provide a consistent and renewable supply of energy (Smith, 

2018). Large-scale hydropower projects, such as the Fula Rapids and Shirikat dams, can generate electricity 

while also supporting agriculture and water management. 

However, South Sudan's move to renewable energy confronts significant hurdles. Significant 

impediments include a lack of technological competence, insufficient infrastructure, and financial constraints 

(United Nations Development Programme, 2016). To overcome these obstacles, strong policies, capacity-

building programmes, and international cooperation are required. 

Policy frameworks are critical in promoting renewable energy development. South Sudan must develop 

clear legislative frameworks, incentives, and goals for renewable energy development (Republic of South 

Sudan, 2017). These policies have the potential to attract private investment, stimulate innovation, and provide a 

favourable environment for renewable energy projects. 

Capacity-building programmes are critical for closing the technical skills gap. South Sudan should 

invest in training programmes, education, and research and development to improve local knowledge and skills 

in renewable energy technology (UNDP, 2016). Collaboration with international partners and institutions can 

aid in the transmission of knowledge and technical help. 

Access to finance remains a major barrier for South Sudan's renewable energy initiatives. Mobilising 

domestic and international investments, creating specific funding structures, and capitalising on climate finance 

opportunities can all help to finance renewable energy efforts (Republic of South Sudan, 2017). Public-private 

partnerships and novel financing mechanisms, such as green bonds, can also help to attract investment. 

 

VII. Conclusion 
South Sudan's energy sector is distinguished by its reliance on oil earnings, which offers economic 

challenges and risks. The country's reliance on natural resources, combined with governance concerns, impedes 

economic diversification and stability. South Sudan must prioritise economic diversification, develop 

institutions, promote transparency, and invest in human resources and infrastructure to meet these difficulties.  

Furthermore, guaranteeing energy security and navigating energy access competition are critical 

considerations for South Sudan. Regional energy cooperation, infrastructural strengthening, and geopolitical 

dynamics must all be addressed to provide a stable and reliable energy supply. South Sudan also has a lot of 

potential for renewable energy growth, particularly in solar, wind, and hydroelectric power.  

Overcoming obstacles such as a lack of experience, insufficient infrastructure, and budgetary limits is 

critical to reaping the benefits of renewable energy. South Sudan can transition to a sustainable energy future by 

establishing supportive policies, investing in capacity building, and mobilising money, boosting energy security 

and contributing to long-term economic development. 
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