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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the degree of executive functions among postgraduate students. In order to achieve
the objectives of the study, the descriptive approach was used, where the study tools were prepared, and the
validity and reliability of the tool were extracted. The researcher adopted the Wisconsin test, which was
translated by Sami Abdel-Qawi, and according to the definition of (Stuss and Kninght, 2002) for executive
functions as “a group of brain processes responsible for abstract thinking, planning, acquisition laws, cognitive
flexibility, initiating appropriate behavior, abandoning inappropriate behavior, and selecting sensory
information related to perceived and perceived stimuli” (Stuss and Kningh. t, 2002:86), and the study tool was
applied in its final form to the study sample of postgraduate students from the University of Wasit (100), who
were chosen randomly and in an equal distribution manner, from both sexes. The results of the study showed
that the respondents have a low level of executive functions, and according to the results of the study,
recommendations and proposals were formulated. This study concluded that it may be the first that aims to
identify the degree of executive functions among postgraduate students. From here, the study recommended
conducting more research to find out the relationship of executive functions with other cognitive variables such
as selective attention, memory, perception, and cognitive burden, especially on university students.
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