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ABSTRACT 
The current study examines how gender roles are dealt with in the pivotal biblical book of Genesis, with an 

emphasis on Anna Akhmatova's poem "Lot's Wife." The piece explores the complex relationships between the 

ancient tale and modern literary interpretation by examining the development of gendered and national identities 

in a number of Genesis myths. The creation of the androcentric subject in Genesis 19 and the emergence of the 

ethnocentric subject of Sodom in the patriarchal myth are identified as two concurrent signification processes. 

Cohesive subjectivity appears in response to and in opposition to the other, symbolized by feminine and foreign 

identities, in both instances. This interpretation is supported by God's ambiguous statement in Genesis 18:20 

regarding their "grave sin" and Lot's statement in Genesis 19:8 that the men of Sodom should instead molest his 

daughters. These two premises are based on patriarchy, heterosexism, ethnocentrism, and theocentricism, support 

the "authority of holy hatred" punishment meted out to those who identify as the same gender as their partner. 

The research takes a multidisciplinary approach, using narratology, psychoanalysis, and semiotic analysis to 

uncover the existence and purpose of alterity that the dominant discourse hides. The study highlights how the 

project of domination is inherently contradictory since the subject is trying to repress the very difference that 

gives the project its significance. It intends to show how reinterpreting old texts may undermine preconceived 

notions of gender and offer a space for the study of women's experiences, goals, and constraints. The study 

identifies two opposing voices or ideologies interacting in the Genesis narrative: the institutional and the 

individual. It then shows how the individual perspective in the story, as represented by women, foreigners, and 

younger siblings, continuously challenges and alters the institutional discourse of the patriarchal Subject. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
The Book of Genesis, renowned for its vivid narratives encompassing creation, the fall of humanity, and 

early human history, has wielded profound influence not solely over religious thought but also the formulation of 

cultural and societal norms spanning centuries. Embedded within this cornerstone text of the Judeo-Christian 

tradition lies the genesis of numerous enduring conceptions pertaining to gender roles and the treatment of sexes. 

Characters and stories within Genesis have served as a timeless prism through which societies have contemplated 

the roles, rights, and expectations associated with both men and women. 

In the realm of literature, the capacity for reinterpretation and imaginative exploration stands as a potent 

force, often challenging established norms and proffering alternative viewpoints. Anna Akhmatova, a luminary 

poet of the 20th century, harnessed this very power within her evocative and thought-provoking poem, "Lot's 

Wife." With it, she breathed new life into the age-old story of Lot's wife—a character cloaked in enigmatic 

significance—and cast her in a light that defied traditional narratives of feminine passivity and acquiescence. 

This research endeavor embarks on a profound exploration, probing the intricate interplay between 

gender roles, societal expectations, and the treatment of sexes as portrayed within the Book of Genesis. Moreover, 

it delves into Anna Akhmatova's innovative portrayal of Lot's wife in her poem, "Lot's Wife." The primary 

objective is to scrutinize how Akhmatova's reinterpretation challenges and reframes the conventional gender 

dynamics emanating from Genesis. By doing so, this scholarly inquiry endeavors to illuminate the evolving 

perspectives that envelop gender and female agency, traversing both religious and literary realms. 
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The ensuing pages will embark upon a comprehensive comparative analysis, dissecting the portrayal of 

gender roles within Genesis and Akhmatova's ingenious reconstruction of the biblical narrative. Through this 

investigative journey, we aspire to unearth how the timeless narratives enshrined within Genesis continue to exert 

influence over contemporary perceptions of gender and the treatment of the sexes. Concurrently, we shall 

underscore how literature, when guided by the adept hand of a poet such as Akhmatova, possesses the 

transformative power to contest and reshape prevailing narratives, thereby unveiling novel dimensions of agency 

and identity. 

A recurring motif emerges within several religious texts wherein women are often cast as the instigators 

of calamities and negative occurrences. This portrayal begets a pertinent question: Is it justifiable to uphold such 

a viewpoint? Furthermore, these narratives serve as poignant reflections of a bygone era when women were 

predominantly confined to domestic roles, and their voices and agencies were often disregarded. It remains 

imperative to acknowledge the seismic shifts in societal perspectives and attitudes toward women that have 

transpired over the course of history. Nevertheless, the contemplation of these historical tales serves as a poignant 

reminder of the strides made toward gender equality and the significance of interrogating and reshaping 

established gender norms. 

The narrative in question, chronicled in Genesis chapters 18 and 19, revolves around the impending 

destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah due to their moral turpitude. At the heart of this narrative stands 

Lot, a nephew of the venerable patriarch Abraham, who resides within the confines of Sodom. As the city teeters 

on the precipice of obliteration, divine intervention takes the form of two angelic emissaries dispatched to rescue 

Lot and his kin from the impending cataclysm. It is in the crucible of a harrowing dilemma, however, that the 

narrative unveils its deeply entrenched patriarchal and hierarchical norms. In a desperate bid to safeguard the 

honor of his angelic guests and discharge his duties as a host, Lot proffers an astounding and morally vexing 

proposition. He offers his own daughters to the baying mob, intent on preserving the integrity of his visitors. Lot's 

words, immortalized in the text, resonate as a stark exemplar of the transactional view of women, a paradigm that 

regarded women as objects or pawns subject to barter, devoid of agency over their own destinies. 

These narratives, while encapsulating the mores of their time, also serve as a poignant testament to the 

transformative journey undertaken toward gender equality. They underscore the pressing necessity of critically 

engaging with historical gender dynamics and dismantling archaic gender norms. Thus, through the prism of the 

city of Sodom within the Book of Genesis, this exploration encourages profound reflection on the evolving 

contours of gender relations in the enduring quest for parity in contemporary society. The poem opens with an 

evocative portrayal of Lot's wife as a woman who defies societal norms and expectations. She is depicted as a 

figure who refuses to conform to the prescribed roles and limitations imposed upon women of her time. This act 

of defiance is central to the poem's exploration of the treatment of women. The way Akhmatova depicts Lot's wife 

challenges stereotypes of women as passive and compliant. Instead, she shows a woman who is independent and 

takes a decision that goes against the grain. In defying the heavenly command and accepting social standards, 

Lot's wife rebels by turning around to look at the burning city of Sodom. Even if her disobedience turned her into 

a pillar of salt, it was an affirmation of her autonomy and her right to make decisions, even if those decisions went 

against the established order. 

The poem addresses the results of such disobedience. The turning of Lot's wife into a pillar of salt 

represents the cost of her autonomy and rebellion. It serves as a sharp reminder of the perils that women 

encountered when defying social norms. In a patriarchal culture, female disobedience frequently resulted in harsh 

punishment, and Akhmatova's poetry captures the brutal reality of that time. 

The poem also highlights concerns about how women are treated when they defy expectations of their 

positions. The fate of Lot's wife provides a sobering example of what may happen to women who dare to express 

their agency and question the existing quo. Her experience makes people think about the consequences for women 

who defied social expectations. 

 

II. THE TRANSACTIONAL NATURE OF WOMEN IN LOT’S WIFE 
The idea that women may be traded, swapped, or offered as payment or in the name of appeasement in 

various circumstances is known as the "transactional nature of women."  In the biblical account of Sodom and 

Gomorrah's destruction, Lot's wife disobeys the angels' command to turn her back on the burning city. She 

therefore changes into a salt pillar. This story is seen as a warning, possibly supporting the belief that women 

should follow without question and that disobedience may have serious repercussions. The fact that Lot's wife, 

who is left unidentified in the text, was not consulted in any significant way is further highlighted by this tale. Her 

tastes and point of view are completely disregarded, and she is left powerless to resist her husband's choices. 

The narrative illustrates the dominant gender norms of the day when women were conditioned to stay at 

home and their autonomy and ideas were frequently disregarded. The nameless wife of Lot represents the quiet 

and invisible image that was frequently placed on women in biblical accounts from that time. Her exclusion from 
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the narrative illustrates the pervasive idea that wives should be silent, docile, and subservient to their husbands. 

When decisions are made about the family's future, her voice is gone and her agency is totally disregarded. 

● Lot's Dilemma and Transactional Offer:  According to the biblical story, Lot is put in a difficult situation 

when a hostile mob forms outside his home and demands that he hand over his two male guests—who were 

actually angels—to them for sex. He makes an amazing and ethically disturbing offer: he offers his own 

daughters to the mob in place of his visitors' honor in an effort to keep his obligations as a host. I have two 

girls who have never slept with a male, said Lot (Genesis 19:8) is a prime example of the transactional 

perspective of women: "Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you wish with them.” 

● Women as Bargaining Chips:  Lot's approach is an obvious example of the widespread idea that women, 

especially unmarried daughters, may be used as leverage or collateral to further other goals or advance the 

interests of males. According to this perspective, women were objects to be sacrificed or traded in 

negotiations, frequently without regard for their own preferences or autonomy. 

● Subordination and Voicelessness: In this story, Lot's daughters are portrayed as passive individuals without 

voices or independent wills. Without their input or approval, their father decides unilaterally to propose to 

them as a way out of the issue. This lack of autonomy highlights the low position women occupied in the 

time's patriarchal culture. 

● Honor and Shame: The idea of honor and shame that underlies Lot's behavior is embedded in that period’s 

society. Men's honor and one's personal reputation were prioritized over women's rights and dignity, 

sometimes to the detriment of the former. This idea of honor, which is associated with patriarchal beliefs, 

supported the transactional treatment of women even more. The story reflects the norms and values of the 

society in which it was written, but it also offers a lens through which to examine the treatment of women in 

ancient times. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 
The portrayal of gender in the book of Genesis has been the subject of a thorough investigation in this 

research paper, with a focus on how Anna Akhmatova reinterpreted the role of Lot's wife in her poem "Lot's 

Wife." This study has uncovered a complex tapestry of themes, meanings, and viewpoints via an in-depth 

investigation of both the biblical tale and Akhmatova's imaginative adaptation. The Judeo-Christian tradition's 

founding source, the Book of Genesis, has been crucial in forming enduring ideas about gender roles and how to 

treat women. In order to study and debate contemporary ideas and expectations around gender, it has supplied a 

historical and cultural context. The piece of writing "Lot's Wife" by Anna Akhmatova stands out as a 

transformational work of literature that defies stereotypes of feminine subservience and passivity. Akhmatova 

asks viewers to reexamine gender stereotypes and ponder the repercussions of defying social conventions by 

depicting Lot's wife as a symbol of rebellion and autonomy. 

In this research article, we have examined tales that portray the mistreatment of women, the transactional 

character of women in Genesis, and situations in which women's agency and autonomy were restricted. We have 

also praised Akhmatova for her talent for giving characters a fresh life while questioning traditional gender roles 

and highlighting the negative effects of disobedience. 

In broad terms, this study creates a link between antiquity and modernity by underlining the concerns of 

gender that have persisted throughout literary development and cultural change. It emphasizes the importance of 

reassessing time-honored stories and the changing ideas about gender and female agency, particularly in religious 

and literary contexts. The portrayal of the sexes in Genesis and Akhmatova's "Lot's Wife" serves as a striking 

reminder of the significant changes in society's attitudes and the continued goal of gender equality as we end. It 

inspires us to keep challenging traditional gender conventions and to honor the agency and tenacity of individuals 

who dare to challenge them. We see a historical reflection as well as a persistent appeal for the transformation of 

gender norms and the empowerment of women at the junction of these two tales.  
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